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Angkor Wat lies 5.5 km north of the 
modern town of Siem Reap, and a short 
distance south and slightly east of the 
previous capital, which was centred on 
the Baphuon. It is in an area of Cambo-
dia where there is an important group of 
ancient structures. It is the southernmost 
of Angkor's main sites. 
 
The initial design and construction of the 
temple took place in the first half of the 
12th century, during the reign of 
Suryavarman II (ruled 1113 – c. 1150). 
Dedicated to Vishnu, it was built as the 
king's state temple and capital city. As 
neither the foundation stela nor any con-
temporary inscriptions referring to the 
temple have been found, its original 
name is unknown, but it may have been 
known as Vrah Vishnulok after the pre-
siding deity. Work seems to have ended 
shortly after the king's death, leaving 
some of the bas-relief decoration unfin-
ished.[2] In 1177, approximately 27 
years after the death of Suryavarman II, 
Angkor was sacked by the Chams, the 
traditional enemies of the Khmer. There-
after the empire was restored by a new 
king, Jayavarman VII, who established a 
new capital and state temple (Angkor 
Thom and the Bayon respectively) a few 
kilometres to the north. 
 
In the late 13th century, King Jayavar-
man VIII, who was Hindu, was deposed 
by his son in law, Srindravarman. Srin-
dravarman had spent the previous 10 
years in Sri Lanka becoming ordained as 
a Buddhist monk. Hence, the new King 
decided to convert the official religion of 
the empire from Hindu to Buddhist. 
Since Buddha was born and died a 
Hindu and since divisions between both 
the faiths appeared seamless, citizens 
were quick to follow a faith founded on 
tranquility without a need for material 
gain and power. This made the conver-
sion relatively easy.[3] Hence, Angkor 
Wat was converted from Hindu to  

Theravada Buddhist use, which contin-
ues to the present day. Angkor Wat is 
unusual among the Angkor temples in 
that although it was somewhat neglected 
after the 16th century it was never com-
pletely abandoned, its preservation being 
due in part to the fact that its moat also 
provided some protection from en-
croachment by the jungle.[4] 
 
One of the first Western visitors to the 
temple was Antonio da Magdalena, a 
Portuguese monk who visited in 1586 
and said that it "is of such extraordinary 
construction that it is not possible to 
describe it with a pen, particularly since 
it is like no other building in the world. 
It has towers and decoration and all the 
refinements which the human genius can 
conceive of".[5] However, the temple 
was popularised in the West only in the 
mid-19th century on the publication of 
Henri Mouhot's travel notes. The French 
explorer wrote of it: 
 
    "One of these temples—a rival to that 
of Solomon, and erected by some ancient 
Michelangelo—might take an honour-
able place beside our most beautiful 
buildings. It is grander than anything left 
to us by Greece or Rome, and presents a 
sad contrast to the state of barbarism in 
which the nation is now plunged."[6] 
 
Mouhot, like other early Western visi-
tors, was unable to believe that the 
Khmers could have built the temple, and 
mistakenly dated it to around the same 
era as Rome. The true history of Angkor 
Wat was pieced together only from sty-
listic and epigraphic evidence accumu-
lated during the subsequent clearing and 
restoration work carried out across the 
whole Angkor site. 
 
sork was interrupted by the civil war and 
Khmer Rouge control of the country 
during the 1970s and 1980s, but rela-
tively little damage was done during this 
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TEMPLE PASS FEES 

• 1 Day -  $20: giving access to all 
Temples in the Angkor Park inc 
Banteay Srey and Kbal Spean 

• 3 Day - $40: this is the most 
popular; most of the main sights 
can be covered in 3 days. 

• 7 Day  - $60: with this pass you 
have scope to visit a lot of the 
outlying sites and have a rest 
and relaxation in between. 

From 1st July 2009 the Temple 
Passes became  be more Flexible. 

The 3 day pass  is  valid for 7 days 
(3 separate day visits in one week) 

The 7 day pass is  valid for 1 
month (7 separate day visits in a 
month) 

Outlying temple sites not covered by the 
Angkor Pass 

• Koh Ker $10 and Beng 
Mealea  $5 

• Banteay Chhmar - $5 

• Phnom, Koulen  - $20  
• Sambor Pre Kuk - $5 
 
Tourist Police carry out spot 
checks on tourist temple passes. 
There are fines of $100 for those 
without a ticket and severe  
penalties for anyone foolish 
enough to remove any of the  
temple artefacts. The driver/guide 
will also be held responsible so 
will lose his licence and livelihood 
for sure 

Vistting Cambodia 
 
The most popular time to visit is 
in the  Dry Season, from Novem-
ber to April. 
Hardly any rain falls and skies are 
usually clear. Humidity is much 
lower, evenings are pleasant and 
in December and January early 
mornings sometimes feel a little 
chilly.   
It is still very hot during the day 
with temperatures averaging  28-
30o Celsius or mid 80s Fahren-
heit.  
By February and certainly March; 
temperatures can rise to the mid 
30s Celsius 95oF. 
 
The popularity of the Dry Season 
means that at peak times the sights 
are crowded and queues develop at 
the ticket booths. By timing your visit 
to avoid main sights in the peak 
hours and visiting the less known 
temples; it is possible to have a 
much more relaxed visit. 
 
The Rainy Season: May to Novem-
ber can bring many rewards. Al-
though the weather can be humid at 
times, the temples and countryside 
look quite stunning. The rains usually 
occur in the afternoons and evenings 
and take the form of intense thunder-
storms. 
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